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THE US-CHINA RIVALRIES OVER

SOUTHEAST ASIA: CHINESE QUEST TO

DOMINATE ITS NEIGHBORHOOD

This thesis investigates the depths of soft power
within the intricate fabric of international relati-
ons, focusing specifically on the rivalries between
the United States and China over Southeast Asian
countries. As two of the world's most influential
powers, the United States and China are engaged in
a complex and multifaceted competition to expand
their spheres of influence and secure strategic ad-
vantages in the Southeast Asian region. While their
approaches differ significantly, both powers ack-
nowledge the crucial role of soft power in achieving
their respective objectives.

The US and China are the defining game-chan-
gers of international relations today. As the two su-
perpowers compete for power and influence, their
competition has moved beyond military and econo-
mic to soft power. This research looks at how the
US and China use their soft power to shape opini-
ons, publics and advance their national interests in
the context of global domination.

Soft power is a key tool for nations to exert influ-
ence and build relationships. By looking at the stra-
tegies and tactics of the US and China in their soft
power competition we can learn a lot about interna-
tional relations and global governance.

Purpose

The thesis aims to contribute to the existing
knowledge on soft power and international relations
by offering an in-depth analysis of the US-China
rivalries over Southeast Asian countries. By explo-
ring the theoretical foundations of soft power, the
motivations and objectives of the United States and
China, and the application of soft power in their po-
licies, this research seeks to shed light on the comp-
lex dynamics at play on the global stage. Through a
deeper understanding of these dynamics, policyma-
kers, scholars, and practitioners can gain valuable
insights to navigate the complexities and implica-
tions of the US-China rivalry, ultimately fostering
more effective and informed strategies for engage-
ment in the Southeast Asian region.
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Methodology

As for the methods, comparative and descripti-
ve analysis were chosen. So the research will be a
descriptive and comparative study of the strategies
and tactics used by the US and China in their soft
power competition. A descriptive approach will be
used to detail the specific soft power tools used by
each country — cultural exchange programs, media
influence, public diplomacy initiatives etc. A com-
parative analysis will then be done to identify simi-
larities and differences and to assess how effective
they are in shaping international perceptions and ge-
opolitical outcomes. The data will be analyzed using
thematic analysis. This involves identifying themes
and patterns in the data to gain a deeper understan-
ding of the underlying strategies and motivations of
the US and China. The analysis will focus on the
specific soft power tools used by each country, the
target audience and the intended outcome.

Recognizing that the US pivot towards the Asi-
a-Pacific region in general and Southeast Asia in
particular would lead to confrontation and inevi-
table tensions between the US and China, the Jin-
ping administration has coined the phrase 'new type
of great power relations' to describe the relations
between China and the US. The new type of great
power relations advocated by Beijing involves the
mutual respect of both great powers for each other
in areas of priority for a state, such as sovereignty,
territorial integrity, social system and development
model. Thus, China has sought to ensure that the
United States respects its interests in Southeast
Asia and in the South China Sea, an area of sovere-
ignty, and does not take actions that undermine or
compete with its initiatives. Under Trump, Jinping
has continued this approach of the US and China
respecting each other's interests and avoiding com-
petition or conflict. At a time when Trump has em-
phasized economic competition in the international
arena and in regions such as Southeast Asia and
increased freedom of navigation operations in the
South China Sea, Jinping has reiterated his call for
cooperation, arguing that global competition will
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benefit no one [2, p.13].

In recent years, Southeast Asia has taken an
important place in China's soft power strategy, as
the region's geopolitical importance and economic
potential have been increasing. Relations between
China and Southeast Asia go back to ancient times.
Trade, cultural exchange and migration have been
the basis of these relations. Throughout the history
of the Silk Road, trade relations between China
and Southeast Asia have strengthened, contributing
to the development of cultural and economic ties
between the two regions. Today, China is trying to
be effective in geopolitical issues as well as using
soft power to increase its economic and political inf-
luence in the region. China's strategies in this region
aim to both expand its domestic market and balance
the influence of the United States and other Western
countries.

China uses several key tools and strategies to
exert soft power in Southeast Asia. These include
cultural diplomacy, expanding economic ties, part-
nerships in education and technology, as well as me-
dia influence [3, p.10].

Cultural Diplomacy. Cultural diplomacy is one
of the most important tools in China's soft power
exercise. China's ancient cultural heritage, langua-
ge and cultural events spread throughout the region.
For this purpose, Confucius Institutes, Chinese lan-
guage teaching and the organization of cultural fes-
tivals are noteworthy. These institutes have opened
hundreds of branches in the region, promoting the
Chinese language and culture and thus trying to inc-
rease interest in China. Through cultural diplomacy,
China works to build a positive image of itself in the
region and promote its national values.

Economic Diplomacy. Economic diplomacy also
plays an important role in China's soft power stra-
tegy. Under the "One Belt One Road" initiative, in-
frastructure investments and economic support are
offered to Southeast Asian countries. It is used as a
tool to strengthen economic relations with the count-
ries of the region and increase its political influence.
China's proposed projects include the construction
of roads, railways and ports, which both increase
China's economic influence and deepen economic
dependence with countries in the region. China's in-
tention to increase its influence by expanding trade
ties and establishing economic partnerships is also
noteworthy [1, p.8].

Educational and Scientific Partnerships. Soft
power in education is an important part of China's
strategy in Southeast Asia. Chinese higher educa-
tion institutions offer scholarship programs to stu-
dents from countries in the region, thereby trying
to increase interest in China. When students who
study in China later return to their home countries,
they can serve to further spread China's influence. In
addition, technology and scientific partnerships de-
epen cooperation relations with the countries of the
region. China is trying to increase its influence in
both the economic and political spheres by transfer-
ring technology and innovations to these countries.

Media and Public Diplomacy. One of China's
soft power strategies is to use media influence. Chi-
nese state-owned media outlets are also undertaking
various initiatives to promote a positive image of
China through media resources in regional count-
ries. Through such initiatives, China seeks to direct-
ly influence the public of the countries of the region
and promote its foreign policy goals [4, p.147].

China's use of soft power has had mixed results
in Southeast Asia. These results are observed with
both positive and negative effects:

Positive Effects: China's cultural diplomacy and
economic support have increased interest in China
in the countries of the region. Through the "One
Belt, One Road" initiative, the development of the
economic infrastructure of the countries of the regi-
on has been accelerated. It also allowed China to ex-
pand its trade relations and strengthen its economic
influence. Educational and cultural programs help to
form a positive image of China in the countries of
the region and pave the way for deepening relations
with these countries.

Negative Effects and Challenges: There are
also some negative reactions to China's use of soft
power. For example, the territorial disputes in the
China Sea have caused mistrust towards China in
the countries of the region. Also, China's human
rights record and domestic policy issues may we-
aken the influence of its soft power. The growth of
China's influence in the countries of Southeast Asia
sometimes causes suspicion and anxiety, which inc-
reases the resistance of the countries of the region to
China's initiatives.

China's use of soft power in Southeast Asia is
taking place against the backdrop of geopolitical
competition with the United States and other Wes-
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tern countries. While the US uses a variety of mili-
tary and economic tools to maintain and expand its
influence in the region, China places more empha-
sis on soft power tools. In this context, China's soft
power plays an important role in counterbalancing
US influence in regional countries and gaining the
support of local governments [5, p. 49].

Table 1. The USA and China Soft Power Strate-
gies in Different Regions

Region U.S. Focus China's Focus

Asia- Strengthening alliances (e.g., Economic investments and
Pacific Japan, Australia) infrastructure development

Promoting democracy, Resource investments, development
Africa . .
humanitarian aid aid
Cooperation on human rights and Investments in technology and

Europe

NATO support infrastructure

Latin Support for anti-corruption and  Trade and investments, infrastructure

America democratic reforms projects

Middle
East

Military presence and . _ .
) Diplomatic ties, energy partnerships
counterterrorism efforts

China's use of soft power in Southeast Asia is
part of a strategic approach to increase its regional
influence. Tools applied in the fields of culture, eco-
nomic diplomacy, education and technology enable
China to build a positive image in the region and
increase its political influence. But China's use of
soft power also faces a variety of challenges: hu-
man rights and domestic policy issues, as well as
regional mistrust, may limit the effectiveness of this
strategy. China's use of soft power in Southeast Asia
is one of the tools it has widely used to assert its
claim to regional leadership, and the success of this
strategy will depend on both domestic and foreign
policy moves.

Conclusion. The increasing importance of the
Asia-Pacific region in world politics in the 21st cen-
tury is placing this administrative perception on a
stronger basis. However, China, concerned about
the hegemonic structure of the United States in the
international system, is also faced with a paradoxi-
cal foreign policy choice. The relative security pro-
vided by the USA in the Asia-Pacific region, the im-
balances that this power will create from the region
and the possible arms race are likely to hinder Chi-
na's economic development. In this respect, such a
development will create major problems for China,

which has not overcome its economic fragility and
uses the US market with a high purchasing power
with great advantage. China's large-scale consensus
"prioritizing economic development" will be gre-
atly damaged. Whether this economic competition
between the US and China will turn into a hot war
or not will be determined by the steps taken by both
states within the framework of their strategic plans.
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Useynova Ulkar
THE US-CHINA RIVALRIES OVER
SOUTHEAST ASIA: CHINESE QUEST TO
DOMINATE ITS NEIGHBORHOOD

ABSTRACT

This thesis examines the weight of soft power
in the escalating rivalry between US and China for
influence over Southeast Asia. Drawing on theoreti-
cal conceptions of soft power and with reference to
selected policies and strategies adopted by the two
countries, this article contributes new insights into
how states wield soft power in order to shape per-
ceptions, build relationships, enhance national inte-
rests within the region.

The research concludes that both the US and Chi-
na have utilized soft power to accomplish this throu-
gh bilateral diplomacy, cultural exchange promoti-
on, and storytelling via pro-government narratives.
Cultural diplomacy and people-to-people exchan-
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ges, as well as public diplomacy have been different
tacks implemented by the US while China has em-
barked upon a strategy focused more on economic
power derived through its cultural identity initiati-
ves along with using infrastructure support projects.

It concludes by considering the implications of
US-China competition for Southeast Asia and wit-
hin a broader geopolitical arena, illustrating how
increased tensions could escalate rivalry with unin-
tended negative consequences as well as risks to re-
gional stability should the two powers fail to find
common ground or worse; ignore these sources of
divergence.

Keywords: soft power, hard power, competition,
rivalry, politics, Southeast Asia, China, USA, dip-
lomacy.

YceiiHoBa Yiabkap
COIIEPHUYECTBO CIIA U KUTASA B
FOT'O-BOCTOYHOM A31UN: CTPEMJIEHUE
KHUTAS JOMUHUPOBATDH HA/I CBOUMUA
COCEsIMH

AHHOTALIUA

B sroii Te3uce paccmarpuBaeTcs BEC MSTKOM
CHUJIBI B OOOCTPSIOIIEMCSI COTIEPHUYECTBE MEXITY
CIOHA un Kuraem 3a Bausaue B FOro-BocrouHoit
Azun. Onupasch Ha TEOPETUYECKHE KOHIIEIIUU
MSATKOM CHJIBI ¥ CChUIASICh HA N30pPaHHBIC TOJTUTHKN
W CTpaTeruu, MPUHATHIC IByMs CTpaHaMH, 3Ta CTa-
Ths BHOCUT HOBBIM BKJIaJ B ITOHMMAaHHUE TOTO, Kak
rOCyJapCTBa MCIOIB3YIOT MATKYIO CHIIY JJIsi (op-
MHUPOBaAHUSI BOCIIPHUATHUS, TIOCTPOCHUS OTHOIIECHUH,
YKpEIJICHUSI HallUOHAJLHBIX HHTEPECOB B PETHOHE.

Uccnenosanmne npuxoaut K BeiBoay, uto u CIIIA,
n Kurail ucnosib30Baiyd MATKYIO CHITY ISl TOCTH-
KEHHUSI DITOTO TOCPEJACTBOM JIBYCTOPOHHEHW [H-
MJIOMaTHH, TPOJIBIKEHUS KYJBTYpPHOTO OOMeHa W
MMOBECTBOBAHMS Yepe3 MPOMPABUTEIHCTBEHHBIE HAP-
patuBbl. KynsrypHas nuriomMatus 1 0OOMEHBI MEX-
Iy JIIOABMHU, a TaK)Ke MyOTuYHAs TUTTIOMATHS ObLTH
pasHeIMU moaxonamu, peanuzoBaHHbiMu CIIIA, B
TO Bpems kak Kutali cienan cTaBKy Ha CTPATEruio,
OPUEHTHPOBAHHYIO OOJIbIIIE HAa SKOHOMHYECKYIO
CHUJTY, TIOTYYEHHYIO Yepe3 €r0 MHUITUATUBHI 10 KYJIb-
TYpPHOW MJICHTUYHOCTH, HAPSy C UCIIOJIb30BAaHUEM
MIPOEKTOB MOICPKKH HHPPACTPYKTYPHI.

B 3akmiouenune paccMaTpuBarOTCS MOCIEICTBHS

conepuuuectBa CIIA u Kutas mia FOro-Boctou-
HOM A3uu 1 Ha Oojee MUPOKON T€OMOIUTHYECKON
apeHe, WLTIOCTPUPYIOIINE, KaK BO3POCIIasl HAIpsi-
JKEHHOCTh MOJKET NMPUBECTH K ICKAJIAIMH COMEp-
HUYECTBA C HENPEIHAMEPECHHBIMH HETaTUBHBIMU
MOCJIEICTBUSAMU, a TAK)KE K PUCKAM ISl PETHOHAITb-
HOHM CTaOMJIBHOCTH, €CITU JBE JCP)KaBbl HE CMOTYT
HaWTH OOUTUH SA3BIK WJIH, YTO €IIe XYyXKE, MPOUTHO-
PUPYIOT 3TU UCTOYHUKH PACXOKICHHM.

KiroueBble CJI0BA: MASKAsA CULA, JHCECKAs CUIA,
KOHKYpeHYusl, conepHuiecmaeo, nonumuka, F0zo-Boc-
mounas Azusa, Kuman, CLLIA, ouniomamus.

Useynova Ulkor
CONUB-SORQI ASIYADA ABS-CIN
ROQABOTI: CININ QONSULARINA
HAKIM OLMAQ iSTOYI

XULASO

Bu tezis Conub-Sorqi Asiyaya tosir etmok {igiin
ABS vo Cin arasinda artan rogabotds yumsaq giiciin
¢okisini arasdirir. Yumsaq giiclo bagl nozori kon-
sepsiyalara osaslanaraq vo iki 6lka torofindon qobul
edilmis secilmis siyasot vo strategiyalara istinad
edorak, bu moqalo dovlatlorin regionda qavrayislari
formalagdirmaq, olagolor qurmaq, milli maraglari
artirmaq li¢iin yumsaq giicdon neco istifado etmolori
ilo bagl yeni anlayislar toqdim edir.

Todgigatda belo naticoyo golinir ki, hom ABS,
hom do Cin bunu ikitorofli diplomatiya, modoni
miibadilonin togviqi vo hokumaotyonlii yanagmalar
vasitosilo yumsaq giicdon istifado ediblor. Madoni
diplomatiya vo insanlar arasinda miibadilo, eloco do
xalq diplomatiyasi ABS torafindon hoyata kegirilon
forqli addimlar olub, Cin iso infrastruktura dostok
layihoalorindon istifado etmoklo yanasi, madoni kim-
lik tosabbiislori ilo oldo edilon iqtisadi glico daha
cox digqot yetiron bir strategiyaya osaslanib.

Todqiqat isi, ABS-Cin rogabatinin Conub-Sorqi
Asiya li¢lin vo daha genis geosiyasi arenada noti-
colorini nozordon kegirmoklo, artan gorginliyin iki
giic ortaq dil tapa bilmoadikdo vo ya daha da pislosdi-
yi toqdirdo, gbzlonilmoz monfi naticalorlo, eloco do
regional sabitlik ii¢iin risklorlo rogaboti neco artira
bilocayini tosvir etmoklo yekunlagir.

Acar sozlor: yumsaq giic, sart giic, raqabat, siyasat,
Canub-Sorqi Asiya, Cin, ABS, diplomatiya.
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