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HEYDAR ALIYEV'S ROLE IN ELIMINATING

THREATS TO THE MILITARY AND

NATIONAL SECURITY OF THE NAKHCHIVAN
AUTONOMOUS REPUBLIC (1988-1993 YEARYS)

After national leader Heydar Aliyev came to
power, work was carried out to prevent threats to
military and national security in the Nakhchivan Au-
tonomous Republic. On September 7, 1991, Heydar
Aliyev adopted a decision on the establishment of
the State National Defense Committee of the Nakh-
chivan Autonomous Republic [2, s. 17]. There are
two points that need to be clarified in terms of the
historiography of the Motherland. The name of the
created committee and the date of its creation. It
should be noted that in a number of written works,
this institution is mentioned as "Defense Commit-
tee of Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic" or "Sta-
te Defense Committee of Nakhchivan Autonomous
Republic". The study of archival documents shows
that in the first decision signed by Heydar Aliyev
on the establishment of this committee, its name
was written as "National Defense Committee of
the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic" [2, s. 17].
However, gradually the phrase "National Defense
Committee of Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic"
of Nakhchivan AR was replaced by "State Defense
Committee of Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic"
in legal and political terminology.

Another interesting issue is that the date of creati-
on of the committee is shown differently in different
sources. In some works, it is shown as September 7,
and in others as September 6. This is due to some
entanglements in the official documents themselves
and the events of that period. Thus, in the decision
No. 90a-XII on the establishment of the State Na-
tional Defense Committee, the date is indicated as
September 7, 1991. In the decision No. 198-XII of
the Supreme Assembly of the Nakhchivan Autono-
mous Republic dated September 19, 1992 "On the
organization of the defense and protection of the
borders of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic",
it is written that the decision on the establishment
of the State Defense Committee was adopted on
September 6 [12, s. 44]. As it can be seen, there are
differences in the documents regarding both the na-
ming of the institution and its history. It should be
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noted that discussions on the issue and reaching a
final conclusion on it took place on September 6,
and the formalization of the decision on paper took
place on September 7. In the decision of the Supre-
me Assembly of the Republic of Nakhchivan on the
creation of the National Defense Committee (NDC
or SNDC) in the autonomous republic, it was stated
that the need to create such an institution arises from
the difficult socio-political situation in the country,
including in Nakhchivan, which is an integral part
of it, and Armenia and the Armenian lobby. with
the support of various armed and bandit gangs, it
aims to prevent acts of sabotage started in 1983.
On September 20, 1991, by the decree of Heydar
Aliyev, the Chairman of the Supreme Assembly of
the Autonomous Republic, the first chairman of the
National Defense Committee, the head of the de-
partment CPD of the Executive Committee of the
Babak region, Elman Abbasov, the commander of
the informal people's army formed in Nakhchivan,
was appointed. The decree was approved by the de-
cision of the Supreme Assembly on October 2 [3,
s. 1]. The SDC immediately began the process of
organizing its structures, first of all, forces were gat-
hered from residents of border settlements to create
combat units. In order to organize the defense in a
mobile manner, regional headquarters and combat
outposts were created. At that time, when conscrip-
ts in Baku and surrounding regions were called up
for actual military service in various former Soviet
republics of the Soviet Union, conscripts in Nakh-
chivan began actual military service in the first Na-
tional Army units, in the military units of the State
Defense Committee [7, p. 158].

Under the supervision of the State Defense Com-
mittee, work was being done to gradually transform
the defense forces into a professional army in order
to protect the territories from Armenian provocati-
on. As a result of the established relations, it was
possible to attract certain forces from Turkey and
South Azerbaijan for the military training of tho-
se recruited into the ranks of these forces [5, p. 3].
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In 1990-1994, Lieutenant General Kemal Yilmaz,
who was the commander of the Special Forces of
the Turkish Armed Forces (maroon beret), had great
services in the formation of the first units of the nati-
onal army in Nakhchivan [8]. The general arrived in
Nakhchivan on the special assignment of the Prime
Minister of Turkey at that time, Suleyman Demirel,
and after meeting with Heydar Aliyev, Turkey be-
gan to provide active assistance to prevent threats to
military and national security in Nakhchivan.

As a side note, it should be noted that more than
a month after the establishment of the State Natio-
nal Defense Committee in the autonomous republic,
on October 9, 1991, the "Law on the Armed Forces
of the Republic of Azerbaijan" was adopted [1, p.
5, p. 421]. It is true that on August 30, 1991, the
Supreme Soviet of Azerbaijan adopted the Law
"On the National Self-Defense Forces of the Re-
public of Azerbaijan", and on September 5 of the
same year, there was an Order of the President on
the establishment of the Ministry of Defense of the
Republic of Azerbaijan [4]. However, in the period
between the adoption of the laws and the signing of
the decree, there have been no noticeable changes.
On November 19, 1991, an order was issued on the
creation of self-defense battalions in various regions
of the republic, and it was planned to create such
battalions in 22 regions. The commanders of those
battalions and their deputies had to be appointed by
the military commissariats with the approval of the
heads of the regional executive power. These com-
manders were also considered the deputies of the
executive heads for defense issues [1, p. 5, p. 422].
A. Mutallibov's goal in forming such a system was
to control the self-defense forces through his local
representatives, as well as not to allow these forces
to be concentrated under the complete control of the
Ministry of Defense.

When Heydar Aliyev created the SNDC to co-
ordinate the activities of various armed units in the
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic from a single
center, the decisions made by A. Mutallibov and his
team created an inverse proportion. But soon the dif-
ferences in the battles in the direction of Karabakh
and Nakhchivan proved which form of administrati-
on is more correct. During the period when Heydar
Aliyev was the head of the autonomous republic,
Armenia could not actually occupy even an inch of
the territory of the autonomous republic and keep
it under its control. Even the incompetence of the
communist leadership of the Azerbaijan SSR played

a special role in the loss of the village of Karki, whi-
ch was occupied by the Armenians until the arrival
of the national leader in Nakhchivan.

At that time, one of the main tasks in the field
of military and security in the autonomous repub-
lic was to prevent provocations that could be com-
mitted by Armenian intelligence in the territory of
Nakhchivan. Back in October 1991, when Azerba-
jjan and Turkey were preparing for the opening of
a temporary bridge over the Araz River in Sadarak,
the power structures of the autonomous republic
prevented one of such provocations. It became cle-
ar that N. Lukashuk, V. Susloparov, E. Martirosyan,
who were in collusion with the forces in Armenia,
wanted to carry out a special plan to blow up the
Azerbaijan-Turkey bridge. Among them, border tro-
ops senior lieutenant N. Lukashuk was an emplo-
yee of military unit No. 2453 at the checkpoint of
“Zvarnots” Airport in Yerevan, V. Susloparov was
an employee of “Zvarnots” Airport [13, p. 567].
In the explanation given by E. Martirosyan to the
internal affairs bodies, it was admitted that he was
involved in this case by four Armenian "boyeviks".
And because he did not have the skills to lay mines,
he involved N. Lukashush and V. Susloparov in the
operation [10, p. 1]. As a result, before the Armeni-
ans could prevent the opening of the bridge, on Oc-
tober 29, 1991, Chairman of the Supreme Assembly
of Nakhchivan MR Heydar Aliyev, Prime Minister
Bejan Farzaliyev, Chairman of the Municipality of
Aralik Region of Turkey Yildirim Turan, Governor
of the region Hasan Ipek participated in the opening
ceremony [15, p. 212].

In that period, one of the institutions that played
an important role in preventing threats to the mi-
litary and national security of Nakhchivan was the
Development and Defense Fund of Nakhchivan.
The Development and Defense Fund of Nakhchi-
van, which was established on May 25, 1992 at the
initiative of Heydar Aliyev, envisaged strengthening
the defense of Nakhchivan through the mobilization
of internal capabilities [9, p. 119].

National leader Heydar Aliyev also paid serious
attention to the solution of the problems arising in
the early stages of the activities of the army units
responsible for ensuring the military security of the
autonomous republic. Issues related to the preven-
tion of cases of evasion from the army and the eli-
mination of difficulties related to conscription were
discussed in various sessions and meetings of the
Nakhchivan Mukhtar. It was included in the agen-
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da of the Supreme Assembly of the Republic. On
November 10, 1992, at the special meeting of the
Supreme Assembly called by the initiative of Hey-
dar Aliyev, these issues were discussed in detail and
the necessary instructions were given to the relevant
organizations [14, p. 48].

The Nakhchivan Special Militia Detachment
has made great contributions in ensuring the mili-
tary security of Nakhchivan. In those years, Azer
Mammadov, who graduated from the Higher Poli-
tical Military School in Donetsk, Ukraine, led the
Nakhchivan Ministry of Internal Affairs. This group
showed great heroism especially in Sadarak battles.
Among its members, the activities of Malik Gala-
beyov, Javanshir Jafarov, Sakhavat Rzayev, Shujaat
Gasimov, Jeyhun Abbasov and others should be es-
pecially noted [6].

In that period, when talking about the struggle of
Nakhchivan against the aggression of Armenia, one
of the issues that should be studied is the activity of
"Alinja" Society. It was at the end of March 1990,
after the attacks of armed groups from the territory
of Armenia on Sadare, intellectuals living in Baku
and originally from different regions of Nakhchivan
MSSR created such a society. Academician Faramez
Magsudov, professor Murtuz Alasgarov and Ali Tey-
mur oghlu Nagiyev made great contributions to the
creation of the society. The financial resources colle-
cted by "Alinca" Society were used to buy and send
a number of goods necessary for the defense of the
autonomous republic. The organization sent food and
fuel to the besieged Nakhchivan, and provided finan-
cial aid to the families of the martyrs [1, p. 5, p. 181].

As it is clear from the analysis, one of the main
reasons why the autonomous republic was able to
seriously resist the military aggression of Armenia
during the mentioned period was the work done in
the field of military and security. After the national
leader came to power in Azerbaijan for the second
time, the status of units and formations of the Azer-
baijan Armed Forces in Nakhchivan was raised,
on June 21, 1995, motorized rifle brigade No. 705
became motorized rifle division No. 705. On De-
cember 8, 1998, an army corps was established at
the base of that division [11, v. 2, p. 85]. This made
it possible to ensure more reliable protection of the
autonomous republic.
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SUMMARY

In addition to the reasons for the failure of Arme-
nia's attempt to occupy Nakhchivan, the article also
reflects the issue of timely identification of threats to
military and national security and taking measures
to eliminate them, especially when Heydar Aliyev
was the head of the autonomous republic. The cur-
rent situation stipulated the implementation of mili-
tary construction works in Nakhchivan and the eli-
mination of threats to national security. Back in the
late 1980s, the participants of the national liberation
movement and the forces thinking about the defense
of the autonomous republic repeatedly appealed to
the leadership of Nakhchivan about the creation of
national army units. The issue of fulfilling the tas-
ks set for the unhindered functioning of the created
armed groups and army units was extensively anal-
yzed in the article.

Keywords: Nakhchivan, national security, military
security, army units, defense.
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Nax¢ivan Muxtar Respublikasinin harbi va
milli tahliikasizliyins tahdidlarin aradan
galdirilmasinda Heydar 9liyevin rolu
(1988-1993-cii illor)

XULASO

Moqalado Ermonistanin Naxg¢ivani isgal etmok
cohdinin ugursuzluga diicar olmasinin saboblori ilo
yanasi, xiisuson Heydar Oliyevin muxtar respubli-
kanin basgisi oldugu zaman harbi vo milli tohliike-
sizliyo tohdidlorin vaxtinda miioyyanlosdirilmasi,
onlarin aradan qaldirilmasi tigiin todbirlorin goriil-
masi masalasi 6z oksini tapmigdir. Yaranmis voziy-
yot Naxg¢ivanda horbi quruculuq islorinin hoyata
kecirilmosini, milli tohliikesizliys tohdidlorin ara-
dan qaldirilmasini sortlondirirdi. Halo 80-ci illorin

sonlarinda milli azadliq horokatinin istirakgilart vo
muxtar respublikanin miidafiosini diisiinon qiivvolor
dofolarle Nax¢ivan rohbarliyine milli ordu hissoloe-
rinin yaradilmasit barado miiracistlor etmisdilor.
Yaradilmis silahli dostolorin vo ordu hissalorinin
maneasiz gokilda foaliyyot gostormasi ligiin qarsi-
ya qoyulan vozifalorin yerino yetirilmasi masalosi
mogqalodo genis sokilds tohlil olunmusdur.

Acar sozlor: Naxcivan, milli tahliikasizlik, horbi
tohliikasizlik, ordu hissalari, miidafio
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Poan I'eiinapa AiineBa B ycTpaHeHHH YIPO3
BOCHHOI M HAIIMOHAJLHON 0€30IIaACHOCTU
HaxuybiBaHnckoii ABTOHOMHOH Pecny0ianku
(1988-1993 roawl)

PE3IOME

[TomMumo npuuMH npoBajia MONBITKM ApMEHUU
OKKyNHpoBaTh HaxubiBaH, B cTaThbe TaKkKe OTPAKEH
BOIIPOC CBOEBPEMEHHOTO BBISIBICHHUSI yTPO3 BOEH-
HOW M HAlMOHAJBHON OE30MaCHOCTH W TPUHATHA
Mep M0 UX YCTPaHEHUI0, 0COOEHHO B IEPUOI, KOTAa
I71aBOM aBTOHOMHOM pecny6nuku Obl1 ['eiinap Anu-
eB. CnoxkuBLiasicsi cuTyanusi 00ycioBuiia poBejie-
HUE BOEHHBIX CTPOUTEIbHBIX paboT B HaxubiBaHe
U YCTpaHEHHE YIPO3 HAIIMOHAIBHOM 6€30MacHOCTH.
Emie B xonie 1980-X rogoB y4aCTHUKM HAIIMOHAIb-
HO-0CBOOO/IUTEIBHOTO JIB)KEHUS U CUJIBI, TyMaro-
M€ O 3alUTe aBTOHOMHOW pecIyOIUKH, HEOIHO-
KpaTHO oOpalainuchk K pykoBojacTBY HaxubiBana c
MpoChOOW O CO3MaHMM YacTel HalMOHAJIBLHOW ap-
muH. B cTarse nogpoOHO poaHan3upOBaH BOIIPOC
BBITMIOJIHEHUSI TIOCTABJIEHHBIX 3aj]a4y Mo OecrnpensT-
CTBEHHOMY (DYyHKIIMOHMPOBAHHIO CO37]aBA€MbIX BO-
OpY’KEHHBIX I'PYIII U apMENCKUX YacTeH.

Kuaroueble ciioBa: Haxuvisan, nayuonanvhas oes-
ONACHOCMb, B0EHHAs 0e30NACHOCMb, apMelcKue
yacmu, 0O0poHa.
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